Introduction
The western spotted skunk, Spilogale gracilis, is a seasonally breeding mammal; the testes reach maximal weight and most copulations occur in late September and early October (Mead, 1968a) . Testicular recrudescence occurs from July to October in skunks maintained on a natural photoperiod (Berria et al, 1990) and the pineal gland is considered to be involved in entraining this testicular cycle. Other attributes of the male reproduc¬ tive cycle, such as seminal characteristics and testosterone concentrations, have not been reported for this species.
Electroejaculation has been used successfully to obtain semen from a few mustelid carnivores including domestic ferrets, Mustek putorius (Shump et al, 1976; Atherton et al, 1989; Wildt et al, 1989) , black-footed ferrets, Mustela nigripes (Kitchin et al, 1988; Curry et al, 1989) , and mink, Mustek vison (Aulerich et al, 1972) . To our knowledge, seasonal profiles of seminal characteristics have not been described in other mustelids. However, concentrations of testosterone in serum have been reported to exhibit seasonal variation in domestic ferrets (Neal et al, 1977;  Boissin-Agasse and Boissin, 1979) , mink (BoissinAgasse and Boissin, 1979) guio (Mead et al, 1991) , river otters, Latra canadensis (Stenson, 1985) , stoats, Mustela erminea (Gulamhusein and Tarn, 1974) , and European badgers, Mêles mêles (Maurel et al, 1984 (Mead, 1968a) . This is similar to the proportional size change seen in mink (Lundh, 1961; Onstad, 1967;  Boissin-Agasse and Boissin, 1979), European badgers (Audy-Relexans, 1972; Maurel et al, 1984) , wolverines (Mead et al, 1991) , and river otters (Stenson, 1985) . However, a much greater change in testis size occurs in least weasels, Mustek nivalis (Hill, 1939) , polecats, Mustek eversmanni (Mead et al, 1990) , American badgers, Taxidea taxus (Wright, 1969) , ferrets (Allanson, 1932; Boissin-Agasse and Boissin, 1979) , European pine martens and stone-martens (Audy, 1976) and stoats (Gulamhusein and Tarn, 1974 Bonnin-Laffargue, 1975; Audy, 1976; Maurel et al, 1984) , European pine and stone-martens (Audy, 1976 (Audy, , 1978 , wolverines (Mead et al, 1991) , and river otters (Stenson, 1985) , but are significantly higher during the breeding season in domestic ferrets (Neal et al, 1977; Boissin-Agasse and Boissin, 1979; Sisk and Desjardins, 1986) and stoats (Gulamhusein and Tarn, 1974 (Mead, 1968b) . One of its subspecies (S. p. ambarvilus) exhibits peak testis size and concentration of testosterone at the same time as the truncated spring peak observed in western spotted skunks (Kaplan, 1992) . A second testosterone peak has also been observed in stoats (Gulamhusein and Tarn, 1974) , stone-martens (Audy, 1978) , wolverines (Mead et al, 1991) and ferrets (Boissin-Agasse and Boissin, 1979) .
Electroejaculation proved to be an extremely successful method of semen collection in western spotted skunks. The success rate of semen collection in skunks exceeds that obtained in mink (Aulerich et al, 1972) and domestic ferrets (Shump et al, 1976; Wildt et al, 1989) . The low volume of seminal plasma obtained by electroejaculation is presumably attributable to the fact that the prostate is the only accessory sex gland in skunks (Mead, 1970 (Shump et al, 1976;  Atherton et al, 1989) and mink (Aulerich et al, 1972) .
Spermatogenesis has been reported to occur throughout the year in European badgers (Audy-Relexans, 1972; Audy and Bonnin-Laffargue, 1975 
